
































And lIsaiah also says God is:
"The One who is high and
lifted up,
the One who lives forever,
the One whose name is
holy."
Isaiah 57:15 (EVD)

How did God begin to be?
He had no beginning. He always
was! He says, "I am the only
God. There are no other gods.
I am the Beginning and the
End" (Isaiah 44:6, EVD).

In the New Testament, Paul
says that "God is the only One
who never dies" (1 Timothy
6:16). Peter says, "To the Lord
a day is like a thousand years,

and a thousand years is like
a day" (2 Peter 3:8).

The most wonderful thing
is that we can ourselves enter

eternity and share it with God!
John 3:16 in the EVD says, "Yes,
God loved the world so much
that He gave His only Son.
God gave His Son so that every
person who believes in Him
would not be lost, but have
life forever."

Let us look up to God who
lives forever, and believe on
His Son and follow Him, for
only then can we find life for-
ever!

The True Meaning of the Word " Christian"

by Leander Moore

"Christian" was the name given
by the Greeks or Romans, probably
in reproach, at Antioch in Asia
Minor. The names by which the
disciples were known among them-
selves were "brethren", "the faith-
ful”, "elect", "saints" and "believers".
But as distinguishing them from
the multitude outside (unbelievers),
the name "Christian®™ came into
use, and was universally accepted.
This name occurs but three times
in the New Testament:

"And the disciples were called
Christians first at Antioch" (Acts
11:26). Whether they were called
such by people or God we do not
know.

"Then Agrippa said unto Paul,
'Almost thou persuadest me to
be a Christian" (Acts 26:28).

"Yet if any man suffer as a
Christian, let him not be ashamed,
but let him glorify God on this
behalf" (1 Peter 4:16).

You will note in each case,
it is always a noun, not an adject-
ive.  Although the early disciples
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may have been maliciously nicknamed
"Christians™ by their enemies, we
today have adopted that worthy
name.

A Christian is a person who
follows Christ in His teachings.
Christ teaches each person to believe
Him, to repent of his sins, to con-
fess Christ as the Son of the living
God, and to be buried with Christ
in His death by being baptized
with water for the remission of
his sins; and then he is saved a
Christian and at the same time
a member of His church which
is His body. The Lord adds him
to the church after baptism only
validated by his preceding steps-
believe, repent, and confess Christ.

We today use the name "Christ-
fan" as an adjective to describe
anything or any  person that

is Christlike or pertains to His
teachings. For example: Christian
home, Christian family, Christian

school or college, Christian workers,
Christian  ideals, Christian love,
etc.
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vErRSE 9
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VERSE 10

JESUS spYS,,, “SEARCH THE
SCRIFTURES.,,.

Y ANP THES
ARE wHICH
TESTIFY OF

e,
-JOHN 5:39

The above comic strip, and the two The Gospel strips in the last two
issues, were used as advertisements for a gospel meeting at East Frayser
Church of Christ last year. We thought you would enjoy seeing these
strips. Since they were produced for a hearing audience, we used the

King James Version.
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The New Birth is avatlable today!

by Gary Chadwick

In Light for the Deaf #121 we ran an article by Gary Chadwick regarding
the New Birth. Tony Demonbreun, hearing preacher for the Church of
Christ in Selma, Alabama, wrote us expressing his concern with the article
and showing Scripture which refutes Gary's conclusions. We sent a
photocopy of Demonbreun's letter to Gary. We asked him (Gary) to grant
us permission to print an edited version of his reply to Demonbreun here.
(We removed certain personal remarks and cut the letter to fit our space.)

After reading your letter,
my initial reaction was to defend
my views with the support of
the biblical data as evidence,
but later on, after further exam-
ination of | Peter, [ began to
realize the error of my interpret-
ation. I want to thank you
for having brought to my atten-
tion the things in my article
that may contradict the teach-
ings of the Bible. It is my
earnest desire and intention
to strive for a better under-
standing of what the Bible teach-
es on any given subject.

I know in my heart that
you are doing your best to help
me "understand the way of God
better" (Acts 18:25,26) in a
spirit of love and gentleness.

Any interpretation that contra-
dicts itself must be logically
considered a false interpretation
by other Scriptural passages.
An interpreter must draw his
conclusions as warranted by
the biblical data as evidence.
This means that [ was not a
careful student of God's Word
and that [ misinterpreted the
contextual meaning of 1 Peter
1:23.  This passage contradicts
my views that a child of God

living today is "not eligible to
be called a born again Christian",
Therefore my interpretation
is a false interpretation rather
than an "interesting interpreta-
tion" in Bro. Leavell's editorial
comments on the inside cover
of Light for the Deaf #121.

When | read your statement
that "First Peter was written
to both Jews and Gentiles",
I checked several Bible comment-
aries on 1 Peter and james
and two books on NT introduc-
tions that sat on my new book
shelf in the family den room,
and all writers were unanimous
that 1 Peter was never addressed
to only Jewish believers as |
once thought. What led me to
misidentify Peter's audience
was the word "scattered". The
word "scattered” is a Jewish
term denoting Jews who live
outside the land of Palestine
but who continued to follow
the rules and customs of Jewish
religion. However [ did not
know that this term can be
applied to Gentile believers
when they were forced to flee
from Nero's persecution in Rome
and to live in foreign lands
Pall around the areas of Pontus,
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‘I Ul Lord....”

by Frank Rushing

The below letter and article were given to me by Frank Rushing when he
recently visited my office. We appreciate his material. Please see my

comments at the end of the article.

[ really appreciate very much
your work preparing the Light
for the Deaf. The scripture
teachings in this magazine have
been loaded with truth. When
there is misunderstanding on
the meanings of the scriptures,
it usually would be corrected.
I know you want truth to be
poclaimed to your readers.
Some articles may be profitable
for our discussions, thus we
can increase the horizons of
our knowledge of the scriptures.

However, I would like to give
you my viewpoint on the subject
"only in the Lord®™ compared
to your replies in your "Questions
and Answers" section. I am
expecting some criticisms from
some of your readers, but let
us study this passage of 1 Cor-
inthians 7:39. My write-up has
resulted from my study of this
passage for some years.

—Frank Rushing

"Only in the Lord"

What the apostle Paul states
in 1 Corinthians 7:39 (EVD)
is so vital that we should read
study and understand its meaning.

I have read some articles
in some magazines and books
on this subject, and there are

--Billy Leavell, Editor

some differences concerning
"only in the Lord" in this passage.

Now let us quote what Paul
states: "A woman must stay
with her husband as long as
he lives. But if the husband
dies the woman is free to marry
any man she wants. But she
must marry in the Lord.™ Does
this passage give specific direction
that this phrase "only in the
Lord" means that the woman
who lost her husband by death,
but wishes to marry again, should
marry a man who is a Christian?
The New Testament nowhere

commands a Christian man or
woman as to whom they should
marry. There is one and only
one direction restricting marriage
of a widow, and that is found
in this same passage above.
What about those maidens that
are not under that same restric-
tion?

As 1 study this passage, |
believe that the context of this
passage not to mean the persons
to be married, but to mean
marrying itself. Let us study
another  passage: "Wives, be
under the authority of (obey)
your husbands. This is the right
thing to do in the Lord" (Colos-
sians 3:18, EVD). "In the Lord"
in this passage does not mean
that the husbands are themselves
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in the Lord, but it means the
conduct of the wives. This
conduct is what is wunto the
Lord and it is designed to ele-
vate the character of the wife,
therefore to make her a fit
companion of her husband.

Another passage says, "Wives,
be under the authority of (obey)
your husbands the same as the
Lord® (Ephesians 5:22, EVD).
This helps us understand Colos-
sians 3:18 when it says in the
Lord".

My  understanding is that
the widow could select a man,
either a Christian or non-Christ-
ian, as her husband. That would
be pleasing to the Lord as long
as she does not violate the teach-
ing of Christ on marriage.
For example, it would not please
the Lord if the widow married
an unscripturally divorced person.

We must bear in mind that
1 Corinthians 7:39 does not
specify whether this widow s
a Christian or not. So this
passage puts us under no authoriz-
ation to guess or decide on
which. But [ believe that Paul
was talking about either one.
If Paul means a Christian, then
she must please the Lord by
marrying a Christian man as
she could elevate the marriage
to a level which God will bless.
On the other side, if the Christian
widow chooses to marry a non-
Christian or a man of a different
faith, it may not be pleasing
to the Lord. Paul stated, "You
are not the same as those people
who don't believe. So don't
join yourselves to them. Good
and bad don't belong together.
Light and darkness cannot have
fellowship (sharing). How can
Christ and Beliah (the devil)

have any agreement? What
can a believer have together
with a non-believer?" (2 Corinth-
ians 6:14,15). So the widow
marrying a non-Christian would
not be doing it for the Lord's
sake.

What if in this case a non-
Christian widow wants to marry
a Christian man "only in the
Lord"? Would that Christian
be the victim of 2 Corinthians
6:14,15? The usual interpretation
of this passage may not be the
right answer and may not be
so pleasing to the Lord!

In conclusion [ believe the
Lord wants every widow to have
a good marriage when she remar-
ries. A Christian widow should
have a proper sense of her oblig-
ations to Christ. She should
not marry a non-Christian man
because she may not have deep
convictions of the importance
and truth of her faith as she
should have. A non-Christian
husband may degrade her useful-
ness for the Lord as he may
have no respect for her faith
and may interfere with her ser-
vice for the Lord as she wishes.

'He may encourage or push her

to join in his society where
God may be excluded.

It is the duty of every widow
to devote her life to Christ
and to follow all the teachings
of the Lord. She should marry
the man approved of our Lord.
But we should understand the
definition of "only in the Lord"
to be "a woman should be bound
to her husband as long as he
is alive, but if he dies, he is
free to marry any man she wants,
but let her be guided by the
Lord."

| believe Frank is correct in that "in the Lord" does not refer to marrying
only a Christian, but to the marrying itself; that is, the marrying must agree
with God's will. The Scripture itself does not say that we must marry a
Christian, but we all agree that it would be wise. Thank you, Frank, for

correcting usl
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A PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

June 19-22, 1989

Freedom in Christ
National Workshop 1989

"We have freedom now. Christ made us free.” Galatians 5:1

LOTS OF EVENTS COMING!

* Monday night worship at U.S. Capitol Building.

* Special worshops for elders and interpreters.

* Special programs for teens and children.

* Various classes offered related to "Freedom".

** All services will be reverse interpreted for the hearing.
** And much morell

Co-hosted by:

Fairfax Church of Christ @ Silver Spring Church of Christ
Fairfax, Virgina Silver Spring, Maryland

For further information call:

Monday-Friday from 8:30 Weekend and evening before
to 4:.00 P.M. EST. 9:00 P.M. EST

(703) 831-2100 (Voice or TTY) (703) 476-1030 (Voice or TTY)
(301) 587-1978 (TTY only) (301) 680-0719 (Voice or TTY)
(301) 585-8727 (Voice only)

Or write: Fairfax Church of Christ
3901 Rugby Road
Fairfax, VA 22033
Attention: Deaf Workshop

Name
Street or P.O. #
City Zip







