





























BE THOU FAITHFUL!

by Josiah Tilton

Several years ago, when there was much trouble in Uganda, some

rebels came into a town and caused severe problems for the
inhabitantsof the people of the town was a Christian man. When the
soldiers discovered that he was a Christian, they put a bottle of beer
in front of him and demanded that he drink it. The man refused. They
beat him, and still he refused. They threatened to kill him, but even
that threat could not persuade him to drink. Finally, because o f his
refusal, they told him they would cut off his lips, and that is just what
they did. They cut off his lips, cooked them, and forced the man's wife
to eat them. This poor Christian and h is wife suffered terribly because
of their desire to serve the Lord faithfully, even if it meant torture, or
even death.

I'believe we can see in this man's example that he loved not his life
unto the death. Please read the following passages from Revelation
chapter 12:

10. And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come
salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power
of His Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which
accused them before our God day and night. 11. And they overcame
him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony, and
they loved not their lives unto the death.

The word of God is given to us so that we might find daith, and that
our faith mightincrease. The more we read and study the word of God
the more our faith should grow:

Romans 10:17: So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.

As our faith grows we are more able to withstand the temptations of
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Satan, and the evil things that he tries to do to us. Very often, Satan
uses wicked men to torment the Christian, as we see in the case above.
When we look into the Bible, we will see many other examples of the
faithul ones of God being persecuted by Satan. A good example of
that is Job.

Please take a few minutes and read the first chapter of Job. After you
have finished you should see at least four things:

1. Satan is always among us, ready and eager to trouble us, and:

2. God knows our hearts, and can see the faithfulness we have, or do

not have, and:

3. Satan is ready to find excuses for our faithfulness, and eager to
torment us to prove that we are faithful only because we have it very
easy, and finally:

4. God will allow Satan to buffet us, but will not allow him to go to far
(see 1 Corinthians 10:13).

As you read the remainder of the book of Job, you will see how
terribly Satan persecuted Job, but you will also see that Job remained
faithful, and did not blame God for his troubles. Even though Job lost
all that he owned, including his children, and even his health still he
remained faithful. He loved not his life unto the death.

I believe the greatest example of someone not loving His own life
is the example of Jesus Christ. Think about Him. Jesus wasin heaven
where every heavenly being served HIm. Anything that He com-
manded the angels quickly ran to obey Him. He sat on a throne beside
His Father and the Holy Spirit. He was God, almighty, all-knowing,
King of kings, Lord of lords. Then one day He left heaven, gave up
His equality with His Father (Philippians 2:1-12), and became a man.
And when He became a man He did not become a mighty ruler, as He
could have, but instead He became a small baby, born of parents who
were poor and weak. He was raised in a little town that was despised
by most people. He was not raised in the Capitol city of the world,
Rome. He did not brow up among the great religious men of His day
who lived in Jerusalem, and served in the temple. No, He lived as a
peasant boy until the day He went to be baptized of John.
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After Jesus began His ministry, He did not force people to obey
Him. Instead He preached love and kindness. He served the people.
He healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, and even raised the dead.
He did all of these things so that He could save people. The signs and
wonders were only proofs that He came from God, but the life Helived
was a living example of Who and What God really is.

After living as a servant for about 33 years, Jesus traveled to
Jerusalem. There He met the men who hated Him. The religious
people of His day hated Him so badly that they decided to see to it that
He was put to death. So they arranged with Judas to betray Him, then
they took Jesus to the authorities, and eventually they led HIm to be
crucified. During all this time Jesus had the power to stop them. He
could have spoken the word and God would have sent 12 legions of
angels to help... but He did not. HE LOVED NOT HIS LIFE UNTO
THE DEATH!

In order to save us Jesus knew that He had to offer Himself as a
sacrifice. His blood had to be shed, because without the shedding of
blood there is no remission. Therefore, Jesus willingly let the very
people He created kill Him. He gave us the supreme example of
someone who did not love His life even unto death. He was more in
love with us and His Father than He had His own life.

His life and death then ought to serve as an example to us that there
are some things that are greater than our lives. To gain our lives and
lose our soulsisno gain atall. Itis for sure that we will all die someday.
It is better to die while serving the Lord faithfully, than to die while
denying Him.

God bless all of us as we seek to serve the Lord, and as we LOVE
NOT OUR LIVES UNTO THE DEATH!

This was taken from The Christian Signer, September 1991, published
. at Accra North, Ghana, Africa.
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THE HANDS OF JESUS

Psalms 143:1-4
by Loyd Williams

It is interesting to make a study of the Lord from many different ways.
The body of Jesus has many lessons that can be important when we use
them in our own lives.

The different members of Christ (the church) are often thought about
when we use them in a Spiritual way.

A. The Head. (Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22,23; 5:23).

B. The Body. (Col. 1:18; 1Cor. 12:13; Eph. 4:1-5).

C. The Feet. (1Peter 2:21).

At this time we want to think about "The Hands of Jesus." There are
many important lessons that can be used when we think of the Hands of
Jesus. We should not only think of the hands of Jesus but use the lesson in
our lives because we are members of the Body.

DISCUSSION:

I. THE HANDS OF JESUS

1. Creating hands. (Heb. 1:10; John 1:3).
A. Hands of value

(1) Used in building things.

(2). Used with invention.

B. Hands of destruction.

(1) Killing people.

(2) Using them to sin.

2. A Saving Hand.
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a. Peter and Christ on the water.
b. Type of hands.

(1). Hands used to do good.

(2). Hands that destroy. .

w

. Delivering (healing) (Luke 13:12).
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. Cleansing Hands. (Matt. 8:3).

[3]

. Life giving hands.
6. Healing hands.
Il. THE LORD AND HIS ARTIFICIAL HANDS

1. Since the Lord died upon the cross and then went into heaven we can
think of him now having artificial hands.

a. Scmetime the artificial hands are worth more than the real hands.

b. Artificial hands if trained right can be very useful.

2. Each Christian might be thought of as being the artificial hands of Jesus.
3. Itis by us who are Christians that the Lord is still working.

lil. YOUR HANDS

1. Use them to bring glory to God in all that you do.

2. Find something to do with your hands for the Lord.

3. Think of yourself as a person who is doing the Lord's work.

There are many important things that we can do with our hands for our
own needs. We can be important when we use them for our spiritual life.
Our hands should be doing important things for the Lord. Let us use our
hands to serve the Lord as we have never done before.
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RECONCILED TO GOD

by Steve Richard

“Reconcile” is a beautiful word that has great meaning to
all of us who want to be right with God.

If you travel to a different country, when you get there you
will find that your American money cannot be used. There is
a conflict between your money and their money. You could
say that your money is an enemy to their money. So you
must go to a bank and exchange your money for the money
that is used in that country. When you have done that, you
have reconciled, or changed your money into a useful kind.

We are like that American money in a different country, but
Christ took all of our sins and carried them to the cross, and
through His death He exchanged, or reconciled us to God.
Christ’'s death put us into a useful kind so that we could
serve God. Christ reconciled us to God.

To get that American money reconciled you have to go to
the bank, and to get your life reconciled to God you must be
willing to go to the cross where Jesus died and accept His
sacrifice through obedience to His teachings.
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