














Are Men and Women Equal?

v

by Mike Atteberry

Not long ago someone asked me a good serious question: “How
can men and women be considered equal?”

Let us go to the Divine Word of God for answers and see what
God says about this. They may not be equal in authority “for the husband
is the head of the wife the same as Christ is the head of the church... the
church is under the authority of Christ. So it is the same with you wives. .
You should be under the authority of your husbands in everything”
(Ephesians 5:22-24, EVD). In these same verses the wives are to submit
(obey) their husbands, but it also says in verse 21, “Be willing to obey
(submit) each other. Do this because you respect Christ.” Paul inspired
by the Holy Spirit tells us that husbands are to love their wives and not to
treat her like she is a slave.

The apostle Paul also tells Christian men in the early church to
“live with your wives in an understanding way. You should show respect
to your wives. They are weaker than you. But God gives your wives
the same blessing that He gives you-- the grace that gives
true life. Do these things so that nothing will trouble your prayers” (1
Peter 3:7, EVD).

Here Peter says that wives are equal with their husbands in
spiritual blessings that are in Christ. They are equal in spiritual maturity,
both men and women are to have the same fruit of the Spirit as stated in
Galatians 5:22-23. They both are to have “love, joy, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” Both men and
women are equal in spirit toward God. God gives each man and woman
the same blessings in Christ. We each become a new person after
baptism. Men and women receive the same forgiveness of sins. We are
equal in salvation and in obtaining eternal life. We are equal in
understanding God's will for us. Men and women are equal in
responsiblity toward God to grow mature in all things in Christ.
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Gabriel blew his horn for her

by Loyd Williams

qod called Barbara home, Thursday

night, October 19, 1995. She was the
beloved wife of Loyd Williams and his
partner in Missions and in life. She
had been ill with Primary Pulmonary
Hypertension, a rare lung disease for
the past eight years. Through the
many prayers of the brethren from all
over the world God blessed her with
years beyond what the Doctors had
predicted.

Loyd and Barbara met at the Texas School for the Deaf at
Austin when Barbara had made 100 in a test in Math and had to
invite a boy to a party. She was very shy and did not know any
of the boys but her best friend Melba Hallmark knew a shy little
boy named Loyd and showed him to Barbara. Barbara decided
she liked him and asked Melba to invite him for her. The party
itself was canceled, but Barbara and Loyd became very good
friends. After five years they were married. Three days later Loyd
entered Abilene Christian College and Barbara worked on the
campus supporting him. After leaving College they moved to
Houston and established a Church of Christ for the deaf there.
After several years they moved to Dallas to establish another
congregation and then to Austin and finally they became World
Missionaries and traveled together to many countries  helping
start a work for the deaf. Barbara had always been by Loyd's side
and after forty-two years of marriage and much suffering on the
part of Barbara during the last year, God called her home.

In life, Barbara was always smiling. A few months ago our
neighbor asked her, "Do you and Loyd ever fuss?” Barbara said,
“Of course.” The neighbor said, “I have known you both for over
24 years and have never seen you angry, always smiling and
happy.” This was Barbara! She loved to have people in her home
and cook excellent meals. She even wanted Loyd to make a
promise to her that if he was away in a meeting and she could
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tower to reach into heaven. Were all those people of one race or of
different races? What came to my thought earlier this year is I am
having my doubts God scattered them and confounded their
language just for trying to build a tower to reach into heaven, so
there must really have been another reason God scattered them.

There are really two questions in your phrase, Jimmy. The first
question is whether or not those people of one race or of different
races. The second question is what was the real reason God scattered
the people.

For our readers, I will review the story in Genesis 11:1-9. It
happened several years after the great flood that destroyed the whole
world. How many years, we do not know. Noah's descendants moved
from the East and found a plain in the country named Shinar (today
called Babylon). They agreed to stay together and build a tower that
would reach into heaven. But the Lord stopped this by mixing their
language. They couldn’t understand each other. So they scattered to
different parts of the world.

To answer your first question: We know that all races and nation
descended from Noah's three sons. If the descendants of all three
sons were in the land of Shinar, then yes, they were of all different
races. We do not know if the differences already showed, or if these
differences developed after many years. We know so little about
genetic biology. Scientists are just beginning to find how the different
races developed. Even though they were of different races, they all
spoke just one language. But God mixed their language so that today
we have thousands of different languages. Linguists (professors
experienced in the study of language) say all languages can be traced
to one single language.

As for the second question, you guessed correctly. God was not
upset about the tower reaching toward heaven. Even today we have
very tall buildings like the Empire Building in New York and the Sears
Building in Chicago. Both reach higher than the tower in Shinar.
Also, we have had astronauts and cosmonauts who have orbited
hundreds of miles above the earth. Even some of our astronauts have
flown to the moon thousands of miles away from the earth.

The real clue is in what they said-- they sald, “Let us make a
name." They wanted to be renown for their feat. Even God, when He
looked down upon these people, said, “Nothing will be restrained
[kept] from them which they have imagined to do.” (Genesis 11:6, KJV).
The real problem is that they were turning away from God and looking
to themselves. Also some Bible scholars think that the tower was
really a ziggurat, those tall buildings built for worship of false gods.
They evolved into pyramids which ancient people used to worship
false gods. (The Egyptians used the pyramids to bury their dead kings
and queens, but they did so with thoughts of these false gods.) These
same scholars think that the unfinished ziggurat in Shinar was still
standing until the time of Alexander the Great when he destroyed it.
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