






























































Questions and Answers

Once again this issue’s questions come from Ray Powell of Birmingham, AL. Please feel free
to send in your own questions. You may send them to us at 1106 Colonial Road, Memphis,
TN, 38117-55989, or like, Ray, fax them to us. If you have e-mail, you can send your questions

to us at WlLeavell@aol.com.

Who were the Nephilim as the RSV calls them, or Giants in the
earth, as the KJV calls them?

Not enough detail in the Scriptures is given us for a definite answer. Some
people think that these “giants” were the children born to evil angels and human
beings. Genesis 6:2 in the King James Version says, ‘There were giants in the
earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the
daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men
which were of old, men of renown.” This is the verse people use to “prove” that
these giants were the offspring of angels (“sons of God") and human beings
(daughters of men). In some translations the word ‘gianis” is translated
“nephilim”. Even the EVD/ERV translates it as “nephilim”.

Actually, the word “nephilim” is not a translation, but comes directly from the
Hebrew language. A check shows that the word comes from a root word, naphal,
meaning to fall. The meaning may be a person who fell from God's grace. Some
scholars think this refers to those angels who fell from God's grace and followed
Satan. Other scholars think this refers not to angels, but to men who fell from
God’s grace. Reading backwards, we read about the descendants of Cain who
became sinners, and about the descendants of Cain's brother Seth, who
became followers of God. Read Genesis 4:16-24 for Cain’s family line and
‘Genesis 4:25-26, 5:6-32 for Seth’s family line.

The issue is still not settled because we do not have enough evidence for the
meaning of the word “nephilim”. The translation “giants” comes from the Greek
Septaugint. Some scholars admit that the King James Version may be in error
using this translation. The only other passage using “nephilim” is in Numbers
13:33, and there it does refer to huge people. But the word itself means fallen
people, and those Canaanite people were certainly fallen from God, worshiping
false gods and doing other sins.

It is our personal belief that Genesis 6:4 refers to the descendants (sons) of
Seth seeing the descendants (daughters) of Cain and intermarrying with them.
Their children became the “heroes” of that time, but their morals were very low
which led to the great wickedness of the world's people. Bécause of this God,
sent the Great Flood just a few verses later (see verse 17). It is a good lesson
for us in that Christians should not marry non-Christians, the children born to
them may not be Christians either.
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