




















THEN IT MAY
BUT THEN YOU DEVELOP INTO FULL-
CONTRACT THE e o e

AV VIRUS, 2
WHICH mAY LIE WHICH AES720Y5

DORMANT FOR / YOUR “SOLDIERS",
8 TO Il YEARS ... OR /MMUNE

PROTECT YOUR
BODY ANY

GULP...PAUL ...
THAT'S WHY I'm 50
SICK ALL THE TIME? . . .

UNFORTUNATELY,
mY BROTHER, THAT'S

TRUE.

WITH SOMEONE
WHO WAS /Vsc7 60
WITH A4 :

THE AWV VIRUS CAN
ALSO BE PASSED THROUGH
SLoow ... OR BY AN z _ :
INFECTED MOTHER GIVING : : I...IWISHI
BIRTH TO A BABY. i 7 HADN'T LISTENED
TO MY FRIENDS
WHEN THEY
ENCOURAGED ME
TQ--TO HAVE SEX
WITH
ZIPPORAH.




THAT'S WHY THE
BIBLE WARNS US
NOT TO oLl
AUR LU/57S.

Flee the evil de

MANY 1S THAT THEY
DON'T THINK THE
/7 B,

TROUBLE WITH COMMANDMENTS

sue
sires of youth, and (;;ur
faith, love€ and peace,

glgot:fg?:rli?}l:eémsc;se who call o1l the Lord
out of a pure heart. 5 T‘MOTHY shod

New International Version

I...IDIONT
THE BIBLE A7

ARE NOT MEANT
TO BE A BURDEN
ON US, BUT TO
MELL L5 1N
OUR LIVES
ON EARTH.

AND WHEN
PEOPLE REIECT
GOD'S LAWS,

THEY GET MLRT

page 9






LIFE 15 700 SHORT

by Charles Otieno

Editor’s Note: Charles Otieno is a deaf preacher in Kenya, Africa. His
article was published in the e-magazine Deaf Evangelism sent out by
Simeon QOgiri of Kisii, Kenya. He is also a skilled woodworker. and
teaches his trade in the Rongo School for the Deaf. We thought our
American readers would like to read what he has to say.

| wanted to fix a cupboard for my father. But he wanted me
to put a glass pane in one of the doors.

It was 1st May 2003 when | rode my bicycle to Awendo to
buy a glass pane. But when | reached Awendo, | found the
shops were closed because 1st May was a holiday. So | went
to my friend Paul Osogo's workshop. Osogo is a deaf friend
who owns a workshop at Awendo.

Osogo and | talked and exchanged many stories for a long
time. When evening came, | left. | was very happy because of
the good stories that we shared. -

The next day, on the 2nd, | returned to Awendo to buy the
glass pane which | did not find the day before. After | bought
the glass pane, | thought to pass by my friend Osogo’'s
workshop. | wanted to talk with him and exchange more stories
before | went back home.

| was surprised to see many people standing at his door.
When | went near the shop to see what was happening, one
deaf man came out and said, “Dead!”
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The Shepherd Who
Led David

by George Myers

David was a very human Old Testament person. Like us,
he was both good and bad. Like us, he had his high moments
and his moments of discouragement. Like us, he was a saint
(godliness/holiness) and sinner.

David always said that it was God who gave him success.
David also said it was God that helped him while he cared for
his father's sheep. He gave God credit for helping him to kill a
bear and lion while caring for the sheep. He said that it was
God that made him king and helped him rule his kingdom. He
knew that whenever he sinned, it was God that punished him to
get him back on the right path. David knew there was, also, a
stern (strict) side to God's character and he did not want to be in
punishment.

But David pictures God as a Shepherd (read Psalm 23).
When we think of a shepherd, we think of tenderness and
%entleness and loving care. And that is a true picture of God.

od will turn away His anger when a sinner repents and turns
back to Him. All throu?h the Bible, God is pictured as a
gracious God, a God of compassion and forgiveness. He is
not just a loving God, He is love.

“The Lord is my shepherd” (Psalm 23:1). David looked up
to the great God who created the heavens and the earth and
said, “He is mine." God can be yours too if you turn to Him and
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ask Him to be your God. The Christian can say, “The Lord is
my Shepherd” just like David.

David knew that God will provide all his needs. Read the
last part of verse 1: “The Lord is my shepherd, | will always
have _everything | need” It is true, when the Lord is our
Shepherd, He'll provide everything we need. Can you
imagine a flock of sheep worrying about where their next meal
is coming from? No, they trust the shepherd. Then why should
a child of God worry about needed things? When a Christian
belongs to God, God will provide for him. Read what Jesus
said in Matthew 6:33: “The thing you should want most is
God’s kingdom and domg the good things God wants you to
do. Then aﬂ these other t rngs you need will be given to you.”

Paul said, “My God is very rich with the glory of Christ
Jesus. God will use His riches in Christ Jesus to give you
everything you need” (Philippians 4:19). | could tell you how
God has supplied all the needs for my family and myself all
through the years when we struggled with sickness and hospital
bills and heavy expenses. | could tell you of how a great God
supplied every need and brought my family through to victory.
| could tell you truly that | know “that in everything God works for
the good of those people that love Him” (Romans 8:28). Oh,
what a wonderful Father and Savior we have today.

Christians can say, “I will always have everything | need.”
The sinners can't say that. Sinners may have millions of dollars
but they can't say, “/ will always have everything | need.” He
< misses everything that makes life worthwhile and he will surely
8;138 heaven. What people need most is God and Jesus

rist.

Do you really want to know what God is like? Read the life
of Jesus. Jesus was the sweetest, tenderest, kindest, most
compassionate man who ever walked on this earth. And He
said, “I am in the Father and the Father is in Me” (John 14:11).
So when you look at the compassionate, loving Jesus you
have a picture of God, our Heavenly Father, the Good
Shepherd.

Yes, David is right, it's wonderful to be able to say, “The
Lord is my Shepherd.”
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God speaks to His People

by Patrick Ong

“So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you with
manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He
might make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but
man lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the
LORD.” Deuteronomy 8:3, New King James Version.

Editor’s Note: Patrick Ong is the faithful servant of the Lord who has
served the deaf group at Pasir Panjar Church of Christ in Singapore for
many years. We think that you will be blessed by his article.

Basically there are two things that prevent people from
applying God's Word in their lives.

First is sin. Sin disorients us to God and causes us to stop
seeking Him (read Romans 3:11). Sin makes us self-centered
instead of God-centered. Sin causes our prayers to go unheard
and quenches the Spirit's working within us.

Second, worldly thin?s dull our senses to receiving a word
from God. For example, an average family spends over
seven hours with their television each day! When you watch
television you do so to gain information or for entertainment.
Too often our thinking becomes blurred. One moment we are
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Great Desire to Worship God

by Hal Suddreth

ROMANS 12:1-2

I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice,
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of
worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what the will of God is, that which is
good and acceptable and perfect. NASB

We have read this verse a great number of times. These
verses are well known in teaching your body as a living
sacrifice. But | really want to focus on the worship part:
“Spiritual service or worship .”

Before we can worship God, we must love Him with all
our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30). It is easier to
sacrifce your life for someone you love very much. Jesus
urges us to iove God, which would make it easier for us to
offer our bodies as a living sacrifice. This becomes a daily part
of worshiping God.

How do we worship God everyday? Pray, sing, rejoice,
sharing the Gospel with others, etc. There are numerous ways
to glorify God. When we help people in need, or comfort
them, or fellowship with other brothers and sisters in Christ, we
worship God. We need to be doers of the word. "But prove
yourselves doers of the words, and not merely hearers who
delude themselfes”, James 1:22. Everyday we are doers,
not only during worship hour of the assembly.

Let us make our worship meaningful for the Lord!
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Question

| didn't know that God gets jealous. But what is He jealous
about?

Answer

Let's look at the second of the Ten Commandments in Exocus
20: “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness
of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath,
or that is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow down to
them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous
G od, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third
and fourth generations of those who hate Me" (verses 4-5).

And there is this passage: “They have provoked Me io jealousy
by what is not God; They have moved Me to anger by their foolish
idols” (Deuteronomy 32:21).

Many times we think of jealousy as being a bad thing. It is true it
can be a bad thing, but there is also good jealousy. Paul even talks
about “godly jealousy": "For | am jealous for you with godly
jealousy. For | have betrothed you to one husband, that | may
present you as a chaste virgin to Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:2).
“Betrothed” means to engage. Paul converted many of the
Corinthians to Christ, so in this way he “engaged” them to one
husband (Christ). The church is often pictured as Christ’s bride. In
Bible times a bride on her wedding day would wait for the groom to
come for her and to take her home with him. This is different from
our wedding customs today. In the same way, the church,
engaged to Christ, will have its “wedding day” when Christ comes
again to this world to take it home. So Paul was jealous of anything
that would lead the church in Corinth away from God, which is why
he called his “jealousy” a “godly jealousy”.

God is jealous when we stray from Him to the world or to
another “god”. In the same way a husband is jealous when his wife
goes to another man. This jealousy is good, but the kind of
jealousy in which a person is upset that another person is better
than him (or her) is wrong.
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“with men. They started having sex with other women. In
the same way, men stopped having natural sex with
women. The men began wanting each other all the time.
Men did shameful things with other men. And in their
bodies they received the punishment for those wrong
things they did. '

Romans 1:24-25, EVD

The last two passages are very plain that active homosexual
relations are sinful and displease God. These passages even
make it clear that those who practice such sins cannot enter
God's kingdom.

It does not matter that homosexuals are kind to each other
and practice “tender love”. A man committing adultery with
another man’s wife can practice “tender love” toward this wom-
an. That does not make his adultery right. In the same way ho-
mosexual sin cannot be made right.

God intended sex to be between a man and a woman who
are married to each other. He did not intend sex to be twisted
into an unnatural thing that happens between men.

Marriage should be honored by all people. And eve-
ry marriage should be kept pure between only two
people. God will judge guilty those people who do
sexual sins and adultery.

Hebrews 13:4, EVD

Rev. V. Gene Robinson has proclaimed that he does not
agree with those who believe the Scriptures preach against
homosexuality. We regret his attitude, because we believe the
Bible is very plain against homosexuality. God’s thoughts are
higher than man'’s thoughts, see Isaiah 55:8-9. So we cannot
tell God, “I think homosexuality is right” because His thoughts

revealed in the Bible show that homosexuality is wrong and a
sin.

Rev. Robinson was married with children, but left his family
for his male lover. And yet 1 Timothy 3:2 clearly says a bishop
must be the husband of one wife. Verse 4 says the bishop
must rule his house (family) well. Rev. Robinson does not
meet these qualifications. It is a tragedy that the modern Epis-
s\fc:apr:lcl1 Church apparently has no intention of following God's

ord.
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